Exercise

Updated: 10 March 2003

Module: Formal Technical Reviews

Module ID: QUA2

Formal Technical Review

Each class team will conduct a formal technical review (FTR) using a sample code module.  Each team will report the results of the review by submitting a review Summary Report and Detail Report.  

The sections that follow provide general information about what each report should contain.  Teams should create a report format that covers the items noted below.  There are a variety of sample reports of this type in the literature on software reviews.  Teams are allowed to adopt one of these sample reports, or to modify one.  If you take this approach, be sure to identify your source.

Review Report

Overview.  The review report captures the results of the review.  As such it must provide several types of information.  For example:

· Management information - that the review took place, who the reviewers were, what the result was. 

· Summary information  - enough about defects found to support trend analysis.

· Detailed issue information - detailed information on defects found or other issues raised.

· Related issues - detailed information about any other issues raised that do not relate directly or exclusively to the work under review.

For this class we will use a simple format that captures the basic features of a review report.  Your report should have the two parts described below.

Summary Report

This report should include:

· Location, date, start and end time of the review

· Names of leader, recorder, and other reviewers

· Identifier / name, short description, and size of material reviewed

· Number of defects found in total and number for each level of severity

· Result of the review

Note:  the summary report should not contain any narrative discussion.  It should be done as a fill-in-the-blanks form.

Detail Report

This report should include the following information for each issue that the reviewers identified:

· Number and short description

· Defect category.  There are lots of schemes for this.  You can create your own, but here is a starter set of categories:


Documentation

Logic

Data

Interface

Standards

· Severity indicator.  You can use High, Medium, Low.

· Detailed explanation.  Be sure that you provide enough detail so a reader will know what the problem is exactly.

· Location in the reviewed material.  Be sure to be specific enough so a reader can find what you are talking about easily.

